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M
y top 30: 

L
anguedoc w

hites
France’s far south is hom

e to an ab
und

ance of trad
itional g

rap
e varieties, 

intrig
uing

 b
lend

s and
 alternative w

ine styles that w
ill ad

d
 a real p

oint of 
d

ifference to your sum
m

er w
hite w

ine selection. W
ith her new

 b
ook on 

the reg
ion out now

, R
osem

ary G
eorg

e M
W

 p
icks 30

 of the b
est to try

T
R

A
D

IT
IO

N
A

LLY
 T

H
E LA

N
G

U
ED

O
C

 is a region
 

of red w
ines. W

ith
 the exception

 of Clairette du 
Lan

guedoc, all the region’s early appellation
s 

con
centrated on

 red an
d ten

ded to ign
ore 

w
h

ite w
ine. St-Ch

in
ian

 an
d Faugères w

ere 
appellation

s for red w
ine in

 1982
, w

hereas 
their w

h
ite cou

nterparts w
ere n

ot created 
u

ntil 2005. In
 the exten

sive C
oteau

x du 
Lan

guedoc, Picpou
l de Pinet w

as recogn
ised as 

a sm
all pocket of w

h
ite w

ine, an
d in

deed 
becam

e an
 appellation

 in
 its ow

n
 right in

 
2005. La Clape, an

other coastal region
, h

as 
also developed a distin

ctive identity, 
depen

din
g on

 the m
aritim

e in
fluen

ce as w
ell 

as its ow
n

 grape variety, Bou
rbou

len
c.

In
 su

rprisin
g contrast, the tw

o m
ost 

recently created appellation
s, Pic St-Loup an

d 
Terrasses du Larzac, are for red on

ly, despite 
the fact th

at th
ose vineyards are am

on
g the 

coolest an
d h

ighest of the w
h

ole region
. A

n
y 

w
h

ite w
ine from

 th
ose areas w

ill either be IG
P 

(in
dication

 géograph
ique protégée) or plain

 
A

P Lan
guedoc. But all th

at m
ay w

ell be about 
to ch

an
ge, as appreciation

 of the w
h

ite w
ines 

of Lan
guedoc grow

s. A
s Béatrice Fillon

 from
  

Le Clos du Serres in
 the Terrasses du Larzac 

observes: ‘T
here is a w

h
ole h

istory to bu
ild for 

w
h

ite w
ine. It w

ill take tim
e, w

ith
 new

 areas to 
discover an

d develop, an
d a grow

in
g ch

oice of 
grape varieties.’

Lim
ou

x is the other appellation
 w

here 

w
h

ite w
ine cam

e first, after sparklin
g, in

 
1993, focu

sin
g on

 the tradition
al M

au
zac, as 

w
ell as Ch

ardon
n

ay an
d Chen

in
 Blan

c; the 
appellation

 is u
nu

sual in
 dem

an
din

g an
 

élevage in
 oak. Elsew

here, the intern
ation

al 
varieties Ch

ardon
n

ay an
d Sauvign

on
 featu

re 
in

 IG
P Pays d’O

c, but do n
ot contribute to the 

origin
ality of the Lan

guedoc. T
h

at com
es from

 
the reassessm

ent of som
e of the origin

al grape 
varieties of the region

, such
 as C

arign
an

 Blan
c, 

Clairette, G
ren

aches Blan
c an

d G
ris, an

d 
Terret, to n

am
e but a h

an
dfu

l, w
h

ich
 w

ere 
ign

ored but are n
ow

 bein
g appreciated anew

. 
Blen

ds rather th
an

 varietal w
ines are the 

true focu
s of the Lan

guedoc, providin
g 

origin
al an

d eclectic flavou
rs. M

arsan
ne, 

Rou
ssan

ne an
d V

erm
entin

o contribute to 
th

ose, accom
pan

ied by a grow
in

g list of 
possibilities. You m

ay fin
d G

ros M
an

sen
g, 

Petite A
rvine an

d even
 the m

ost recently 
recogn

ised variety of the Pays d’O
c, A

lbariñ
o, 

pioneered by Lau
rent M

iquel in
 the h

igh
 h

ills 
above the C

orbières village of Lagrasse.
W

h
at follow

s is a sn
apsh

ot of the w
on

derfu
l 

diversity an
d origin

ality of the Lan
guedoc, 

available on
 the British

 w
ine m

arket th
is 

su
m

m
er, based on

 an
 exten

sive tastin
g at the 

M
aison

 de la Région
 O

ccitan
ie in

 Lon
don

. 
Som

e of the big n
am

es are m
issin

g; they are 
cu

rrently n
ot on

 the m
arket or their w

ines 
sim

ply w
ere n

ot subm
itted for tastin

g.

Rosem
ary G

eorge M
W

 
is a w

idely published 
w

ine w
riter, author 

and judge. H
er latest 

book is W
ines of the 

Lan
guedoc, published 

in A
pril 2018

 (£
30

, 
Infinite Ideas)

 1 C
hâteau R

ives-B
lanques, D

édicace 
C

henin B
lanc, L

im
oux 2016 96

£12.50
 The W

ine Society

From
 a leading estate in Lim

oux. Light in colour, dry honey on 
nose and palate w

ith fine varietal character. W
ell rounded w

ith 
fresh acidity on the finish. A

 w
ine w

ith ageing potential – and 
arguably m

ore successful and original than Chardonnay in 
Lim

oux. D
rink 2018-2028 A

lcohol 13%

 2 C
los C

enteilles, M
osaïque de 

C
enteilles, C

ôtes du B
rian 2015 96

£21.75
 Terroir Languedoc

Patricia D
om

ergue is an enthusiast for the lost grape varieties of 
the Languedoc, both red and w

hite. The colour of this blend is 
golden, the nose rich and leesy, and the palate ripe and textured, 
w

ith good acidity and length. A
 lovely, original w

ine, show
ing the 

Languedoc’s suitability for w
hites. D

rink 2018-2025 A
lc 14.5%

1
2

3
4

5➢

3 
M

as C
ham

part, B
lanc, 

Pays d’O
c 2015 96

£15.16
 Berry Bros & Rudd, Fields 

M
orris & Verdin

This St-Chinian estate has a w
ell-

established track record for w
hite w

ines. 
A

 blend of 70
%

 Terret w
ith G

renache G
ris, 

m
aking for w

onderfully original flavours. 
G

ood stony m
ineral fruit on the nose and 

palate, satisfying texture and som
e 

w
eight w

ith m
ineral fruit. A

 long and 
intriguing finish. D

rink 2018-2025 A
lc 14% 4  B

orie la V
itarèle,  

L
e G

rand M
ayol, 

L
anguedoc 2016 95

£24.50
 The French W

ine Project

This leading St-Chinian estate is now
 

courageously run by Jean-François Izarn’s 
w

idow
 C

athy. Equal parts B
ourboulenc, 

Clairette and Verm
entino, it takes a 

Languedoc A
P for its lack of M

arsanne or 
Roussanne. D

epth and intriguing nuances, 
w

ith fresh herbal fruit and a long, lingering 
finish. D

rink 2018-2025 A
lc 13%

5 
C

hâteau d’A
nglès, 

G
rand V

in, L
a C

lape 
2016 95

£17.99-£19.99
 Cam

bridge W
ine 

M
erchants, Pierre H

ourlier

Richly textured, its w
eight and length 

contrast nicely w
ith the fresher Classique 

from
 the sam

e property. A
s Château la 

Rivière-H
aute, this w

as the pioneering 
estate for w

hite La Clape in the 1980
s. It’s 

now
 successfully run by the Fabre fam

ily. 
D

rink 2018-2028 A
lc 14.5%
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 6 D
om

aine des T
rinités, L

’Im
aginaire 

R
oussanne, Pays d’O

c 2017 95
£12.99-£14.95

 Cam
bridge W

ine M
erchants,  

Lea & Sandem
an

A
n original Roussanne, given several days of skin m

aceration. 
D

epth of colour, som
e ginger notes w

ith a streak of tannin. G
ood 

balancing acidity, elegant freshness.A
 successful interpretation 

from
 a leading Faugères producer. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 14%

 7 C
hâteau de L

ascaux, L
es P

ierres 
d’A

rgent, L
anguedoc 2014 93

£20 Jam
es N

icholson, St John W
ines

This Pic St-Loup estate has a w
ell-deserved reputation for its 

w
hite w

ine and provides an argum
ent for the creation of a w

hite 
appellation. Elegant and fresh on the nose and palate, w

ith subtle 
nuances from

 the diverse blend, w
hich is based on Roussanne 

and M
arsanne. D

rink 2018-2023 A
lc 13.5%

11 C
hâteau R

ouquette sur M
er,  

C
uvée A

rpège, L
a C

lape 2017 92
£14.99

 The O
xford W

ine Co

From
 a long-established estate in La Clape, a blend based on 

B
ourboulenc w

ith Roussanne. Light in colour, a fragrantly fresh 
herbal nose and good salty acidity on the palate, w

ith a refreshing 
finish. Contrasts nicely w

ith this producer’s m
ore serious 

oak-aged Cuvée H
enry Lapierre. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 13.5%

12 Frontignan M
uscat, T

erres 
B

lanches M
uscat Sec, Pays d’O

c 
2016 92

£10
 Vinothentic, A

skew
ine

The declining fortunes of sw
eet M

uscat have resulted in a vast 
im

provem
ent in the quality of dry M

uscat, as an IG
P rather than 

an appellation. Very perfum
ed, w

ith great varietal character.  
This really does taste grapey. D

rink 2018-2020 A
lc 13%

8
D

om
aine de l’H

ortus, 
G

rande C
uvée, V

al de 
M

ontferrand 2015 93
£22-£24.50

 Bancroft, Concept Fine 
W

ines, D
ulw

ich Vintners, Terroir Languedoc,  
The Beckford Bottle Shop, The W

ine Library

A
n intriguing blend featuring Chardonnay, 

V
iognier, Sauvignon G

ris and Petit 
M

anseng. Lots of nuances from
 the 

diversity of grapes. Rich and leesy on the 
nose, w

ith dry honey and fresh acidity on 
the palate. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 13.5%

9
M

as d’A
lezon, 

C
abretta, Faugères 

2016 93
£20

 Terroir Languedoc

A
 satisfying blend of predom

inantly 
Roussanne w

ith Clairette and G
renache 

B
lanc. Som

e depth of colour, quite a rich 
nose and a rounded, textured palate, w

ith 
rich fruit and a long finish. Intensely 
characterful. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 12.5% 10

 B
oulevard 

N
apoléon, 

G
renache G

ris, 
Pays d’H

erault 2015 92
£20.45-£26.99

 Exel, Liberty W
ines, 

N
ickolls & Perks, N

oel Young, Vin Cognito

A
 lovely exam

ple of how
 suited G

renache 
G

ris is to the Languedoc, and an argum
ent 

for separating its identity from
 G

renache 
Blanc (the form

er often being m
ore 

distinguished). Textured, w
ith ripe fruit and 

good acidity. D
rink 2018-2022 A

lc 14.5%

13 H
egarty C

ham
ans, 

L
es N

onnes, 
M

inervois 2013 92
£18.95

 Slurp

A
n intriguing blend of G

renache B
lanc and 

Roussanne w
ith 20

%
 Clairette. Light 

golden colour in the glass, w
ith dry herbal 

notes on the nose and a rounded palate 
w

ith herbal fruit, and satisfying depth and 
length, then a youthful lift on the finish. 
D

rink 2018-2023 A
lc 14%

 

14 C
hâteau de 

M
arm

orières,  
L

es P
inèdes B

lanc, 
L

a C
lape 2017 91

£14
 M

ade in Little France

B
ourboulenc and G

renache B
lanc w

ith 
Roussanne and Verm

entino. Light, fresh 
herbal notes on the nose; a salty elegant 
palate w

ith fresh acidity on the finish. Very 
saline w

ith good grip. From
 an old fam

ily 
estate that is beginning to regain its 
reputation. D

rink 2018-2021 A
lc 13%

15 C
hâteau la L

iquière, 
C

istus, Faugères 
2015 91

£22
 H

um
ble G

rape

O
ne of the original pioneering estates of 

Faugères. The inclusion of 10
%

 
B

ourboulenc in this Roussanne-based 
blend is unusual. Firm

 and stony on the 
nose and palate, w

ith understated 
flavours and a satisfying concentration of 
fruit. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 14%

➢

11
12

13
14

15
6

7
8

9
10
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16 C
hâteau Petit R

oubié, P
icpoul de 

P
inet 2016 91

£9.99-£12.50
 Terroir Languedoc, Vincerem

os

Light golden colour. A
 soft, rounded nose w

ith good acidity and 
firm

 salty notes on the palate. G
ood depth, m

aybe from
 the extra 

year of bottle age. Picpoul should alw
ays have a benchm

ark 
saline quality. Perfect w

ith seafood. D
rink 2018-2019 A

lc 12.5%

18
C

los B
agatelle, L

e 
C

los de m
a M

ère, 
St-C

hinian 2017 91
£20.99-£25

 Boutinot, N
ickolls & Perks, 

Terry H
erbert

A
n intriguing blend of Roussanne, 

C
arignan B

lanc, G
renache B

lanc and 
Verm

entino from
 one of the old fam

ily 
estates of St-Chinian. Lightly herbal nose 
and elegant palate; w

hite blossom
 notes, 

fresh acidity. D
rink 2018-2021 A

lc 13.5%

17 C
hâteau R

ives-B
lanques, O

ccitania 
M

auzac B
lanc, L

im
oux 2016 91

£14.50-£18.99
 Cam

bridge W
ine M

erchants, CH W
ine 

M
erchants, Tanners, The O

xford W
ine Co

A
 rare exam

ple of the traditional grape variety of Lim
oux as a still 

w
ine. A

 fresh nose w
ith som

e herbal notes, and salty fruit on the 
palate, w

ith the typical bitter finish of M
auzac. Fine exam

ple of an 
often-decried grape variety. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 13%

19
D

om
aine de la 

R
éserve d’O

7, 
R

éserve d’O
 B

lanc, 
St G

uilhem
 le D

ésert 2017 91
£21.95

 Lea & Sandem
an

From
 a Terrasses du Larzac estate, this 

intriguing blend includes Chenin B
lanc in 

equal proportions w
ith G

renache B
lanc 

and Roussanne. Fresh savoury notes on 
the nose, rounded fruit and firm

 acidity on 
the palate. D

rink 2018-2023 A
lc 14%

20
G

ayda, Figure 
L

ibre C
henin 

B
lanc, Pays d’O

c 
2016 91
£17.99-£18.25

 Cam
bridge W

ine 
M

erchants, Jam
es N

icholson

Q
uite a rich nose, w

ith the characteristic 
dry honey of Chenin B

lanc. The full palate 
is rich and honeyed w

ith youthful acidity. 
Show

s the success of Chenin B
lanc in the 

south. D
rink 2018-2023 A

lc 12.5%

21
G

ayda, Figure L
ibre 

Freestyle B
lanc, Pays 

d’O
c 2016 91

£14.95-£15.50
 AC G

allie, Cam
bridge 

W
ine M

erchants, Fenw
ick, Jam

es N
icholson, Love 

W
ine, St A

ndrew
s W

ine Co, The G
ood Spirits Co,  

The Leam
ington W

ine Co 

A
 stylish blend. N

uances of flavour w
ill 

develop w
ith bottle age. From

 a pioneering 
estate in one of the Languedoc’s coolest 
areas. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 13%

22
L

a C
roix C

haptal, 
C

lairette du 
L

anguedoc 2016 91
£13.99

 France D
om

aines 

Languedoc’s oldest w
hite appellation is in 

danger of disappearing, but for the efforts 
of Charles-W

alter Pacaud, its one 
rem

aining independent grow
er. A

 rounded 
palate and layers of flavours. Illustrates 
w

hy Clairette deserves m
ore recognition. 

D
rink 2018-2022 Alc 13%

23
M

as la C
hevalière, 

Peyroli, Pays d’O
c 

2016 91
£17.99

 Liberty W
ines, N

ickolls & Perks

A
n out-of-the-ordinary Chardonnay from

 
one of Languedoc’s highest and coolest 
vineyards, in the hills above Lunas – an 
estate initially developed by M

ichel 
Laroche of Chablis, and now

 part of 
A

dvini. Textured fruit, w
ith good acidity 

and structure. D
rink 2018-2023 A

lc 13%

24
P

ierre C
ros, L

es 
C

ostes, M
inervois 

2016 91
£10.70

 Pierre H
ourlier 

Pierre Cros is one of the m
ost original 

w
inem

akers in the M
inervois. This 

intriguing and original blend – largely 
G

renache B
lanc and Verm

entino – is firm
 

and stony, w
ith fresh herbal notes and 

som
e w

hite blossom
. It should develop 

w
ell in bottle. D

rink 2018-2022 A
lc 13% 25

L
a C

om
be St-Paul, 

C
alcaires 

d’E
nsérune, 

L
anguedoc 2017  90

£10.95
 Stone Vine & Sun 

Fragrant fruit on the nose and palate, plus 
a fresh finish. A

 successful exam
ple of a 

Roussannne-Verm
entino blend from

 a 
rising La Clape producer, w

ho sadly 
doesn’t have B

ourboulenc, so can’t m
ake 

w
hite La Clape. D

rink 2018-2021 A
lc 12.5% 26

L
e C

los du B
ailly, 

L
e B

 C
ollection 

Illustrée, C
oteaux 

du Pont du G
ard 2017  90

£10.50
 Perfect Cellar, Sippw

ine  

Rounded, dry, leafy nose, w
ith firm

 fruit 
and good acidity on the palate and a dry, 
stony finish. This show

s how
 a once-

decried grape variety, U
gni B

lanc, can 
produce really appealing w

ine if treated 
properly. D

rink 2018-2012 A
lc 13%

16
17

18
19

20
21

22
23

24
25

26➢
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27
C

hâteau M
artinolles, V

ieilles 
V

ignes C
hardonnay, L

im
oux 2016  

89

£12.95-£14.99
 Jeroboam

s, Rude W
ines, Soho W

ine Supply  

A
 convincing Chardonnay from

 one of the cooler areas of the 
Languedoc, m

ade by a pioneering Lim
oux estate that is now

 part 
of D

om
aines Paul M

as. O
ak aged, w

ith light golden colour, firm
 

nutty fruit on both nose and palate, alongside good balancing 
acidity. D

rink 2018-2021 A
lc 13.5%

 

28
D

om
aine des L

auriers, V
iognier, 

Pays d’O
c 2013 89

£9.30
 G

enesis W
ines  

A
 beautifully expressive exam

ple of V
iognier, from

 an estate 
w

ithin the appellation of Picpoul de Pinet. H
erbal, peachy fruit on 

the nose and a ripe, peachy, rounded palate. B
eautiful balance 

and good depth. D
rink 2018-2020 A

lc 13%

29
L

es D
om

aines A
uriol C

laude 
V

ialade, L
e Jardin de V

ignes 
R

ares de C
icéron, L

’A
lbariño, 

A
ude 2017 89

£16
 Available via U

K agent M
yliko W

ines  

A
 grape variety w

e’re likely to see m
ore of in Languedoc. N

ose is 
delicate w

ith a perfum
ed palate, fresh acidity and lightly peachy 

notes. N
icely balanced, a good aperitif. D

rink 2018-2019 A
lc 13%

30
Saint C

els, C
om

be L
ongue,  

St-C
hinian 2017 89

£12
 York W

ines 

A
 blend of 50

%
 G

renache B
lanc, 30

%
 Roussanne and 20

%
 

Verm
entino, m

aking for a nicely rounded nose, w
ith good w

eight 
and texture on the palate. Intriguing nuances w

ith satisfying 
m

outhfeel and a firm
 finish. D

rink 2018-2021 A
lc 13.5%

 D

27
28

29
30

CO
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THE N
ATURAL 

CHO
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W
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69%
 O

F A
LL

M
ED

A
L W

IN
N

ERS
AT THE DECANTER 

W
O

RLD W
INE AW

ARDS
ARE STO

PPED W
ITH A CO

RK
1

CO
NSUM

ERS PERCEIVE  
CO

RK SEALED W
INE AS 

15%
 BETTER  

Q
U

A
LITY 

THAN A SCREW
CAP

2

70%
 O

F
W

IN
EM

A
K

ERS 
PREFER NATURAL 
CO

RK STO
PPERS

3

1 From
 the 17,263 w

ines subm
itted, 8%

* did not specify the closure type. From
 the 15,828 w

ines subm
itted w

ith 
an indication of closure, 75%

* of the w
ines are sealed from

 cork closure (natural cork and technical cork) *These 
figures are based on self-declaration of closure type by subm

itters and have not been verified. 2 The Grand Cork 
Experim

ent, designed by Professor Charles Spence of Oxford University’s Crossm
odal Research Laboratory, 2017. 

3 w
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